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Anti-discrimination group to visit campus
The Soulforce Equality Ride bus wil stop by campus on their tour of religiously-affiliated schools that"openly discriminate against LGBTQA"
Photo courtesy of SOULFORCE
B y C H E L S E A S O WA R D S
Crescent Staff
On April 26 George Fox Uni
versity will welcome Soulforce's
Equality Ride to campus. Equali
ty Ride is a traveling bus packedwith a staff that stops at univer
sities and colleges around the
country. According to Equality
Ride's website, their mission is
to "visit the hundreds of schools
in the United States that openly
discriminate against Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and
Q u e e r I n d i v i d u a l s a n d t h e i r
Allies (LGBTQA) through their
policies and practices."Their visit falls right during
finals week, so the event will
be low key. Equality Ride will
be stationed in the Cap and
Gown room from 8-11 a.m. If
interested, students can stop
by and engage in conversation
over LGBTQA issues. In addition,
there wil l also be a luncheon
with George Fox faculty and
staff by invitation.
George Fox administrators
think it was a very good
visit, we had good dialogue
even if at the end of the
day we didn't agree."
hope to consistently reflect
w h e r e t h e I n s t i t u t i o n s t a n d s
when addressing LGBTQA
Issues. The Student Life Hand
book states George Fox's view:
"In regard to sexual morality,
we believe that only marriage
between a man and a woman
is God's intention for the joyful
fulfillment of sexual intimacy...
Sexua l behav io rs ou ts ide o f th i s
c o n t e x t a r e i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h
God's teaching. We recognize
these principles may conflict
with the practice and opinion of
some within the larger culture."
While the university takes
this stand, it's important "to dia
logue with those with whom we
might not agree," Vice President
of Student Life Brad Lau said.
Equality Ride was last on
George Fox's campus in 2007."I think It was a very good visit;
we had good dialogue even if
at the end of the day we didn't
agree on everything," Lau said.
"Our goal is always to be gra
cious and hospitable as Christ
would have us be."
With a great experience last
time. George Fox \s ant\c\pat\ng
another positive forum for dia
logue and discussion.
T h e C r e s c e n t i n
R e v i e w
S c o t t R u e c k i n d u c t e d
into George Fox Sports
H a i l o f F a m e
Un ive rs i t y re loca tes fo r
f u t u r e s t a d i u m .
(C rescen t S ta f f e r
mxsspeWs ^stadxurvC ot\
f ron t page head l ine)
Cancer research group earns grant
B y M A K E N Z I E D AV I S
Crescent Staff
George Fox University
Biology Professor John Schmitt
and a select group of under
graduate students have earnedtheir second grant from the
M J . M u r d o c k C h a r i t a b l e T r u s t
to help fund their research on
breast cancer.
The majority of the newly
received $37, 500 donation to
the research project will go
to student salaries as well as
funding supplies needed for research. The grant is expected to
last for two years.
George Fox received its first
$39, 500 Murdock Life Sciences
Grant in 2010.
Schmi t t s ta ted tha t h i s "u l t i
mate goal is for [them] to help
a d v a n c e t h e fi e l d o f c a n c e r
biology so that we can better
identify and treat cancer."Their project, Vitamin D Reg
ulation in Breast Cancer Cells,
employs Interested and capable
u n d e r g r a d u a t e s t u d e n t s
working alongside Schmitt.
Last year, in the first phase of
the ongoing research project, he
stated, "We've made some really
exciting discoveries... Throughthe support of Murdock, we
have certainly shown that
Vitamin D... is capable of an
tagonizing or blocking breast
cancer cell growth." Schmitt
added, "I like to think that ourstudents are helping find a
cure. "
Now, in this leg of the
Schmitt at his microscope. His main research interest is the molecular biology of cancer.
Phoco courtesy of GEORGE FOX UNIVERSITY
research, Schmitt's main goal is
to try and identify the mecha
nisms of cancer cells.
"What happens in cancer is
that the cell somehow gets cor
rupted, and what we're trying to
understand is the circuitry inside
of these cancer cells better so
that we can identify and target
them for drugs and for treat
ment," said Schmitt.
Schmitt was working at
Oregon Health and Science
University when a potential
pathway was discovered in braincancer cells and his curiosity in
researching cancer developed."When I arrived at George
Fox one of the things I wanted
to explore was whether this par
ticular pathway inside of cancer
cells was applicable not just to
the brain but also in other types
of cancer," he said.
The majority of the re
search is completed during the
summer with a handful of con
ferences and work throughout
the school year. George Fox
students Jessica McGill, Amanda
Ankeny and Mikayla Todd, whohave been working on this
project, will attend the Experimental Biology conference in
San Diego later this month to
present their work on the treat
ment and blocking of cancerous
cel ls .
Schmitt claims that one of
his inspirations in searching for
a cure comes from his faith: "As
a Christian, my faith inspires me
to try and love one another. I'rh
blessed that one of the ways
I can worship God, in a sense,
and try to love one another, is
to work on trying to understand
the biological basis of cancer."
An in-depth spread of
George Fox finances
C o f f e e a n d e t h i c s
s c r u t i n i z e d
O
A new Muppet movie
c o m e s o u t !
. . . a n d s o m u c h
m o r e . T h a n k s
for a great year!
Happy Summer!
n e w s
ASC makes changes for coming years
April 18, 2012
B y K A S E Y C A RT E R
Crescent Sta f f
T h e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e r e
cently passed a proposal to
change how the representatives
o f t he Assoc ia ted S tuden t Com
munity (ASC) functions. Representative positions will go from
12 to eight, and six positions
instead of four will be elected.
The Supreme Court Chief Justice
will appoint two representatives
instead of eight.
There are currently 12 rep
resentatives, consisting of four
class reps, one multicultural rep,
one International rep, and six
living area reps. Class reps are
elected, and the Supreme Court
Chief Justice appoints the re
maining eight.
The 12 reps and the Supreme
Court Chief Justice meet weekly
to perform their three main
du t ies .
In the i r meet ings, they
r e v i e w t h e C e n t r a l C o m m i t
tee's minutes, making sure they
adhere to the constitution, and
look at why and how the budget
is spent. They also review Com
munity Life Fund proposals. The
Supreme Court Chief Justice
facilitates the meetings. When
they take a vote, the reps vote.
but the Supreme Court Chief
Jus t ice does no t un less there i s
a tie.
B e c a u s e t h e S u p r e m e
Court's job is to check decisions
made by Central Committee,
the Supreme Court Chief Justice
does not vote, because he or
she also si ts on Central Commit
t e e .
Thirdly, they participate on
the Community Accountability
Board (CAB). CAB is made up of
three Supreme Court members
and two faculty members; it
deals with parking tickets and
student life policy violations.
Representatives are also re
sponsible for getting to know
thei r const i tuents in order to ac
curately represent them.
The senior class rep is
unique and has more respon
s i b i l i t i e s t h a n t h e o t h e r c l a s s
reps. According to Sarah Cadd,
the 2011-12 senior class rep, "1
help the transition of becoming
an alumni be easier.''This repre
sentative is also responsible for
working with the alumni office
to plan reunions. The senior rep
makes quarterly presentations
t o t h e a l u m n i c o m m i t t e e a b o u t
what ASC is doing and what the
students ' needs are.
The senior class rep position
will still be elected to the sanrie
duties, but the positron win
move from Supreme Court into
A c t i v i t i e s .
Drawbacks to the current
format of representatives
include coordinating 13 sched
ules to have a weekly meetirig,
and the fact that more of the
positions were filled by appointment instead of being elected.
Hearing from every memberin a meeting can be difficult.
"When you have so mar iy
voices, people just get lost," said
Supreme Court Chief Justice
Kevin Seyler.
Coordinating nine sched
ules will be easier for the repre
sentatives. According to Jessica
Stanton, one of the living area
reps, "It will be an opportunity
to be a little more tight knit."
ASC Is the hub of decisions
for student body fees and what
they are used for, and represen
tatives are focused on making
sure they follow the best inter
est of the students. "I strongly
encourage students to be think
ing about what ASC has done In
this case," said Seyler.
Commencement Speakers Announced
Make a Global Impact!
Live, Serve, and Learn in Urban Slums
The M.A. in Transformational Urban Leadership atAzusa Pacific is an overseas program that '"^udes a
semester spent in downtown Los Angeles foUowed by
two years living abroad at one of eight partnership
sites in slum communities.
In this integrated approach to leadership development ^
and social entrepreneurship, students earn their masters
degree while living among the world's 1.3 bilion urban
poor. Graduates emerge equipped as catalysts for
spiritual, social, and economic change.
45 un i t s
Two-year program
Accredited by WASC
Learn more about APU*s MATUL
program. Contact us today!
Phone: (805) 290-0441
Email: matul@apu.edu
J a A Z U S A P A C I F I C
U N I V E R S I T Y
Jeanette Eggerc (left) and Angela Bymaster (right) will both be speaking at
this year's commencement.
Photos courtesy of GEORGE FOX UNIVERSITY
B y E R I C A T I F F A N Y- B R O W N
Crescent Sta f f
On April 28 hundreds of
George Fox University students
will come together in Miller
Gymnasium to reach the pinnacle of their college experience—
graduation.
W h i l e i t ' s u n k n o w n h o w
many will actually participate inthe ceremonies, 362 seminary,
graduate, and adult degree
program students are eligibleto walk in the 10 a.m. ceremony,
and 335 undergraduates are eli
gible for the 3 p.m. ceremony.
When i t came t ime to choos
ing speakers for the ceremonies.
P r e s i d e n t R o b i n B a k e r d e c i d e d
t o i n v i t e b a c k t w o w o m e n w h o
are also George Fox alums—
Jeanette Eggert and Angela By-
master, MD.
Eggert, who will be speak
ing at the graduate ceremony,
Is a current associate professor
of math and physics at Concor
dia University in Portland. She
r e c e i v e d h e r d o c t o r a t e i n e d u
cation from George Fox in May
2009. Bymaster, who graduated
from George Fox in 2000 as a
chemistry major and writing/literature minor, will be speaking
at the undergraduate ceremo
ny. She currently works for the
Santa Clara County Homeless
Healthcare Program in Califor
nia. Both women have spent a
great deal of time learning howto serve others over the years.
The speeches of Eggert and
Bymaster will give students a
chance to hear about how an
education from George Fox can
impact the next step of their
lives. "These people also have
'jobs' so they [the graduates]
get an opportunity to hear from
someone that entered the mar
ketplace—there Is hope," Presi
dent Baker said.
O n e n e w a d d i t i o n t o t h i s
year's undergraduate ceremony
Is the provision of 19 headsets
that will provide Spanish trans
lation for non-English speak
ing guests on a first-come,first-serve basis in Miller Gym
n a s i u m .
"We i n i t i a t ed t h i s se rv i ce
since our Latino undergraduate
student population is growing,
and since we have easier access
to Spanish translators... we
should offer this service," said
Joel Perez, dean of Transitions
a n d I n c l u s i o n .
For friends and family
members, fresh flowers will be
available for purchase at the
ceremonies. Those who aren' t
able to make it can watch a live
viewing online. As always, graduates can buy photographs and
DVDs of the events in the weeks
following the ceremonies.
Several staff and faculty to leave
B y A L E X I S C H R I S T O P H E R S O N
Crescent Sta f f
The end o f t h i s s cho las
tic year marks the end of the
George Fox University experience for a couple of faculty
members. Irv Brendllnger, and
Lisa McMinn are part of a small
cadre of employees leaving
George Fox in the fall to move
on to new endeavors .
Brendllnger has worked at
George Fox for almost 20 years.
He has worked since the fall of
1993, after teaching at Warner
Pacific College and at Western
Evangelical Seminary beforeit became George Fox Evan
gelical Seminary. Brendllnger
taught Christian Ministries and
Religion classes as well as theShared Praxis classes, which he
will continue to teach next year
as a transition out of George
Fox.
He says of his experience at
George Fox, "Fox has impactedme with lifelong collegia! and
student relationships, and
also by encouraging me to do
serious scholarship... Both my
colleagues and my students
have helped me not to take
myself too seriously, but to take
my vocation very seriously."In his retirement, he and
his wife Shirley hope to travel
throughout Europe and other
"yet unexplored places."
McMinn came to GeorgeFox from Wheaton College
in Chicago six years ago to
teach sociology. She has
been teaching for a total of
eighteen years. Reflectingon her years at George Fox
she said. "Participating with
students in the opening and
stretching toward new ideas,
analyzing and determining
their merits and liabilities has
been deeply satisfying. Teach
ing has been a wonderful voca
t i o n . "
McMinn plans on investing
more time in food energy and
food ethics, and she hopes to
educate by writing and speak
ing out the topic as well as
working on her own communi
ty-supported agriculture farm.
"Both my colleagues and
my students have helped
me not to take myself too
seriously..."
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California trip success for track team
By SARAH ERASE
Crescent Staff
Returning from their springbreak trip to California with top
scores and nationally ranked
athletes, the track & field team
has much to look forward to as
the season draws to an end and
postseason begins.
This year the team is defend
ing the 2011 Northwest Confer
ence Women's Track and Field
Championship. Some of the
best marks of the season were
given at the California meetshosted at Westmont College
and Point Loma Nazarene Uni
versity.
"We competed so we l l
across the board, it was really an
outstanding couple of meets,"
said Head Coach John Smith.
He continued, "Our biggest goal
was getting as many conference
qualifying marks as possible so
that we will be ready to try and
defend our women's team title
on April 20-21."
Among those who reached
national rankings were Junior
Alyssa Turner and Sophomore
Alexis Arnold, both returning
athletes to the team.
Turner gained national rec
ognition for her top score in the
4 0 0 - m e t e r h u r d l e s a t t h e We s t
mont College Classic in Santa
Barbara, Cali. Her time ranked
h e r fi r s t i n t h e n a t i o n a t t h e
Alyssa Turner
D - l l l l e v e l a n d s e c o n d - b e s t i n
George Fox University history,
with a time difference of only
.3 seconds from the standing
school record for the past 16
y e a r s .
Turner said, "I was a little
shocked at my time, but at the
same time I have been working
hard to bring down my 400
hurdle time, so it was nice to see
that the work is paying off."
T u r n e r w a s a l s o n a m e d
N o r t h w e s t C o n f e r e n c e T r a c k
Studen t -A th le te o f the Week fo r
the week of March 26 to April 1.
A r n o l d c o n t i n u e d t h e
team 's success when she b roke
the George Fox record in the
heptathlon at the Point Loma
Nazarene University Multi-
Events in San Diego. She was
honored as the Bruin Athlet ic
Assoc ia t ion Women 's A th le te
of the Week and the Northwest
Conference Women's Field Stu
dent-Athlete of the Week March
1 9 - 2 5 .
A r n o l d a l s o fi n i s h e d fi r s t
in the two-day competit ion
gaining 4,635 points, topping
the school record score of 4,556
set in 1993. Arnold's scores at
Point Loma positioned her as
No . l i n t he na t i on i n t he NCAA
Divis ion I I I Conference.
"Alexis and Alyssa are two
of the greatest athletes that
George Fox's track program
A l e x i s A r n o l d
has ever had," said Smith. "Both
women are extremely coach-
able and very competitive. Their
best trait, however, is their lead
ership. Both lead by example
and are extremely caring and
encouraging to the other ath
letes."
I n a d d i t i o n t o T u r n e r a n d
Arnold's success, many athletes
r e c e i v e d t h e i r b e s t t i m e s a n d
results at these two meets, pro
viding them with a favorable
standing for postseason com
petition.
" W e h a v e a w h o l e t e a m
of distance runners, sprinters,
jumpers and throwers who
deserve recognition as much
as myself or Alyssa. They spend
hours on the track, and In the
weight room, in preparation for
the accomplishment of their in
dividual goals and the overall
score of the team at conference,"
sa id Arno ld .
Since returning from Califor
nia, the team has been working
hard to prepare for the NWC
Championship Aprii 20-21 at
Pacific Lutheran in Park land,
W a s h . A f t e r t h e C o n f e r e n c e
championship "we have hopes
of taking 8-10 athletes to the
NCAA National Championship
at the end of May," said Smith.
National Championships will be
hosted in Claremont, Calif. May
2 4 - 2 6 .
Head Football Coach Chris Casey
By CHRIS REIMER
C r e s c e n t S t a f f
George Fox University took
a major step in the revival of its
footba l l p rogram when i t an
nounced the hiring of Chris
Casey as head coach.A 1976 graduate of Newberg
High School, Casey will return
to the place where he grew up,
coming full circle to captain the
Bruins' return of college football.
"[Casey] rose to the top of a
very strong candidate pool for a
variety of reasons," George Fox
Athletic Director Craig Taylor
said. "He is a man of strong
faith, which is very important
at George Fox University. He fits
who we are; the way he invests
in s tuden t a th l e tes whe reve r he
has been, it's about more than
just football."
Casey, brother of former
George Fox and current Oregon
State University Head Baseball
Coach Pat Casey and Newberg-
Dundee Pol ice Department
Chief Brian Casey, carries with
him a long resume of coaching
s u c c e s s .
In 2010 Casey was named
Oregon's 6A Coach of the Yearafter guiding Aloha High School
to a state championship. Before
his arrival, the Warriors had been
mired in a 17-year drought,
winning just 17 games the pre
vious 14 years.
The proven ability to build
a program was what set Casey
apart from the reported 80-plus
c a n d i d a t e s w h o s h o w e d a n i n
terest in the job. Casey will face
possibly the biggest challenge
of his career in building George
Fox's football from the ground
up after a 43-year layoff. Aside
from his high school experience,
Casey spent 22 years as both a
player and a coach in the North
wes t Con fe rence .
Before taking the Aloha job,
Casey spent 10 years as an assis
tant coach at Whitworth College
and another nine years as an
assistant at his alma mater, Lin-
field. He was a part of the staff
that led the Wildcats to the 1986
national championship.
"Everywhere [Casey] has
George Fox Head Football Coach Chris Casey
Photo courtesy of GEORGE FOX UNIVERSITY
gone, the program has risen —
he's a winner,"Taylor said. "In his
10 years at Whitworth, the team
w e n t f r o m o n e o f t h e w o r s t i n
the conference to a league title.
He did the same thing at Aloha,
taking a down-and-out program
all the way to a state champion
ship."
The univers i ty a lso an
nounced that the program
wi l l k ick o f f in fa l l 2014 ins tead
of the previously planned fall
2 0 1 3 .
One o f the ma in reasons fo r
the change was that Casey was
given and took the opportunity
to spend one last season with
the high school program he
worked to build up.
While Casey does not have
those types of expectations
for George Fox's first season in
2014, it is clear that he will hold
the program to a high standard.
"We're going to play to ex
cellence — we're going to flat
play to excellence," Casey said.
"What I mean by that is relative
to where we're at, with imple
menting a brand-new program,
and a brand-new system, and
the experience of our players,
I expect us to play to excel
lence and nothing less. That
may mean that we don't beat
a Linfield or somebody the first
year, but we're going to play to
e x c e l l e n c e . "
The original plan was to
have football begin anew in fall
2013. Casey, however, will coach
one last season at Aloha High
School before assuming his re
sponsibilities with the Bruins.
"We'd like to jump in and
get started right now In a lot of
ways, but this was best for ev
erybody," Casey said. "I just feel
very blessed that it worked out
to be a win-win deal, where I
can stay at Aloha one more year
with my guys and then move on
to George Fox and have those
other guys become my guys."
Having turned a program
that hadn't made the playoffs \n
17 yeavs Into a state champton,
Casey's desired swan song is un
d e r s t a n d a b l e .
Casey's wish to stay one
last year fits with the state of
c o n s t r u c t i o n o n t h e S t o f f e r
Family Stadium, still in the initial
s tages .
"We've moved the [stadium
complex] to on-campus and
there were some things rela
tive to design and structure and
timing of how all of that comes
together that changed," said
George Fox Athletic Director
Craig Taylor. "It will give us time
to get things done the way they
n e e d t o b e d o n e a n d n o t h a v e
such a compressed timeline."
While Newberg will have to
wait one more year for college
football, the extra time will allow
Casey to build stronger initial
recruiting classes with which to
start the program.
"I think structurally with
the infrastructure, with their fi
nances, with all the things they
want to do there, starting with
a stronger recruiting base and
longer time to recruit, I think It
ends up being a win-win," Casey
said .
*>' si
football
.IlCIUff/
Casey at the George Fox press conference
Photo cour tesy of GEORGE FOX UNIVERSITY
F a r e w e l l t o
t h e F i n a l
F o u r
By CHRIS REIMER
Crescent Staff
As the old adage says, time
flies when you are having fun.
While i t 's hard to iDel ieve that i t
has been four years already, four
seniors on the George Fox Uni
versity women's basketball team
have finished off thei r careers.
Keisha Gordon, Carrie Myers,
Breezy Rinehart-Young, and
Arianna Mohsenian have spent
their last four years taking the
already thriving women's bas
ketball program to unprece
dented heights.
T h e i r c a r e e r s s t a r t e d w i t h
a n u n d e f e a t e d s e a s o n a n d a
national championship as fresh
men and have hardly fallen off
that pace.
Over the past four seasons,
they have compiled a record
o f 1 1 4 - 9 . Y o u c a n fi n d t h e i r
names scattered throughout
the George Fox record books.
They have traveled all over the
country to Hawaii, Michigan,
Kentucky, and Virginia. And as
you can imagine, they have
formed a bond that will last long
after they leave George Fox.
"I think it's been crazy to be
together for four years." Myers
said. "We've grown to be sisters,
1 m e a n w e k n o w e a c h o t h e r
b e t t e r t h a n a l o t o f s i s t e r s d o .
Just being together for so much
time, and so much going up
and down through everything
together has been really cool."
E v e n a s I t a l k e d w i t h t h e m
, for this piece, they could r\ot
\ V>elp but share jokes and have
f fun laughing with each other.
Of course, when you go 62-2
against your league over four
years, there is plenty to laugh
a b o u t .
But for these girls, it's about
more than just winning games
together; it is about being to
gether."1 don't think my favorite
parts have even been bas
ketball," Rinehart-Young said.
"My favorite memories have
just been living each other's
lives together. We know each
other so we l l . I know the i r l i ves
and I know what they've been
through for the last four years,
and that's way more special
to me than any championship
game could ever be."
No doubt you have at some
point heard, then seen two or
th ree o f t hem sc ream i n exc i t e
ment before running to great
each other in the quad or the
Bruins Den with a giant bear
hug. For four years it has been
a t r a d e m a r k o f t h i s c l a s s o f
players.
" W h e n w e s a w e a c h o t h e r
a n d w e k n e w w e w e r e a l l o n
the team, we instantly became
sisters," Gordon said. "We in
stantly bonded, we were just
drawn to each other, and to this
day that still happens. When
we see each other in the quad
we still get excited."
When they started their
time at George Fox, they were a
small pod in a group of 10 fresh
m e n o n t h e 0 8 - 0 9 t e a m t h a t
won the national champion
ship. And while they have seenother players leave the program
for various reasons, it has only
served to strengthen the bond
they have with each other.
"It's crazy to see how we
started as 10 and now we're
just four, but how much we've
bonded through losing people
and just how much closer that's
made our relationships," Mohse
nian said.
f e a t u r e
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Restoration efforts protect Hess Creek
B y E VA N W AT S O N
G u e s t C o n t r i b u t o r
O n a r e c e n t s t r o l l i n t h e
canyon George Fox senior Amy
M c D o n a l d c o m m e n t e d o n h o w
peaceful the area feels, noticingthe various trees beginning to leaf
o u t . " W h e n m o s t s t u d e n t s h e a r
about the canyon or the creek
they think, mutant creek rape
trai l ," McDonald said. However,
t h e f o r e s t a r o u n d H e s s C r e e k i s
already well on its way to becom
ing an arboretum-like park at the
center of campus.
Not so long ago the entire
Newberg area was a wilderness
inhabited by little more than
a n o c c a s i o n a l w i l d c a t o r N a t i v e
Amer ican .Trou t swam in the c reek
and Bald Eagles were as common
as factory farmed chickens. Sur
rounded by constant develop
ment, Hess Creek Canyon now
remains as the last holdout from
this primeval era. A few students
and community members have
been regularly volunteering to
return the area to i ts historic con
dition, or just because they enjoy
being outside.
For many years the canyon
was viewed as a dividing feature
of campus. Today the forest is
viewed as a unique asset bring
ing campus together. Many uni
versity campuses are centered onan expansive grass 'quad', but few
have such a large healthy forest.
T h e f o r e s t c o u l d e v e n b e c o m e a
S e n i o r a w a r d s
a c c o m p a n y
graduation
B y H E A T H E R O e R O S A
C r e s c e n t S t a f f
it's that time of the year again; George Fox
University seniors are anxiously awaiting gradu
ation, and starting life in the real world. On April
13, various academic departments at George
Fox announced the recipients of senior awards.
Senior Awards are something graduating
seniors cannot only be' proud to add to their
resumes, but also reward them for four years
of hard work. The students who receive senior
awards are the best of the best, and deserve to
be recognized by their academic departments.
Jane Sweet , admin is t ra t ive ass is tant for
both the Biology and Chemistry Departments,
said "The general criteria the department of
Biology and Chemistry uses to select their
senior award recipients; excellent academic
achievement coupled with involvement within
the department, i.e. doing research, working as
a TA, teaching in the Science Outreach Program,
and^r serving on Sigma Zeta or as a student
ambassador, etc."
While academic departments have similar
criteria, Clella Jaffe, chair of the Communica
tions Department said, "Our award ceremony is
on Sunday, April 15. We look at a combination
of factors: overall grade point average, how
the person conducted him/herself in the
classroom. (Things like attendance, punctual
ity, attitude, contributions to class discussions,
preparation, initiative, excellence of papers,
etc.-the qualities that would make someone
a good employee.), contributions to the major
and ex t racur r i cu la r ac t i v i t ies . "
Seniors that receive these awards are well-
rounded students that will go far in life and
their senior award is just another major mile
stone they will achieve.
destination for the broader com
munity as the city begins devel
oping -1-30 miles of walking trails
with the Hess Creek corr idor at i ts
c e n t e r .
Thanks to improved trails and
gathering areas, the canyon is
already being used more than
ever before. In good weather
classes can often be seen meeting
at the amphitheater. The newly
constructed gazebo fire pit also
provides an all-seasons loca
t ion for evening gather ings.
New benches and picnic tables
offer places to meet, relax or
study away from the busyness of
college life.
Restoration of the canyon is
also one of the many projects that
fi t i n w i t h t h e s c h o o l ' s C r e a t i o n
C a r e I n i t i a t i v e . T h e H e s s C r e e k
canyon is George Fox's 'backyard,'
the easiest place to practice Christ
like care for earth's resources. Por
tuguese author Fernando Pessoa
wrote, "Nature is the difference
between the sou l and God. " Pres
ervation keeps the area available
as an accessible place to experi
ence th is creat ion.
Urban forests face a unique
range of problems because of
the i r vu lnerabi l i ty to human
impacts, invasive species like
English Ivy and Himalayan Black
berry aggressively outgrow native
species. Storm water erosion in
developed areas is more severe
because, 'good drainage' works
so well streams can't handle the
combined flow. These are just
a few of the issues George Fox
faces In repairing and preventing
further damage to Hess Creek and
the fo res t .
Thanks to the effort of many
plant services employees andvolunteers much restoration
work has already been done.
Over 100 hours of volunteer
work was donated between 2009
and 2011. This spring volunteer
events every other Thursday have
already planted over 250 native
trees, shrubs and wildflowers.
While these Thursday plantings
continue, there will also be a few
Saturday volunteer opportunitiesto remove ivy and blackberries.
The George Fox Servant En
gineering program has even
gotten involved. Aleks Gabrio and
Matthew Halvorson are begin
ning work to survey the stream
for erosion problems. Future proj
ects could include engineering
solutions to erosion problems
and improving habitat for aquatic
w i l d l i f e .
If you are interested in getting
involved or have suggestions
a b o u t h o w t h e a r e a c o u l d b e
better improved contact Restora
t i o n Vo l u n t e e r C o o r d i n a t o r E v a n
Watson at ewatson@georgefox.
edu.Tree planting events will con
tinue every other Thursday with
special events for Oregon Arbor
week the first week of April
Students help restore Hess Creek.
Phoio courtesy of EVAN WATSON
B r i a n G a r d n e r : V P f o r a d v a n c e m e n t
B y A L E X G A M E Z
C r e s c e n t S t a f f
A few months ago, I introduced
George Fox's latest marketing cam
paign, caWed the Capital Campaign.
Pushed through by the university's
B o a r d o f T r u s t e e s a n d P r e s i d e n t
Robin Baker, and implemented by
many others, this campaign's purpose
is to essentially raise money for the
continued survival and growth of the
university. As part of this movement,
B r i a n G a r d n e r h a s b e e n o f f e r e d t h e
position of vice president for ad
v a n c e m e n t .
Before coming to George Fox,
Gardner was able to bring a totaled
$260 million to Wheaton University's
"Promise of Wheaton Campaign," a
campaign I might add, that is similarto this university's Capital Campaign.
Aside from this achievement, Gardner
is also an alumnus of George Fox, and
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in business and economics.
Many are confused by his title.
"Advancement" leaves eyebrows
puzzled. According to Gardner, he is
here to facilitate hoods with alumm,
the Newberg community, and current
and future students' families. He is
here to distinguish the "George Fox
Experience," demonstrating to those
connected to the university how
much improvement they can make
to the university should they choose
to give to the university financially.
Gardner lists the improvements
he envis ions that endowments and
donations would allow the university
to make: a new community center,
much like the Bruin Den, but larger
and equipped with laptops for every
one to use; too, he is aware that new
dorm buildings are demanded by stu
dents who enjoy living on campus.
Gardner recognizes that a com
prehensive blueprint for these plans
must be passed by the Board of
Trustees. Only then, he says, will he
b e a b l e t o i n t r o d u c e t h e s e a d d i t i o n s
t o b e n e f a c t o r s a n d d o n o r s . " A s w e
discover whax ate ItopotXatW xo XV\e
different programs on campus, to our
athletics programs, to our health and
behavioral sciences, to our school of
business, to our school of education,
to the arts and sciences programs,
we want to be able to prioritize
things," says Gardner. "Once those are
approved for funding by the Board
of Trustees, we then have a large
platter that we can go out to friendsof the university and encourage their
support ."
Further, communicating a reciprocal vision of the university's future
with the vision of potential donors
is integral to their support. With the
aforementioned blueprint in hand
and ready for funding, Gardner
See VP ADVANCEMENT | page 8
Richter scholarships given at Fox
B y A L E X G A M E Z
Crescent Sta f f
George Fox University is a par
ticipating member of the RichterScholars Program. Joined by Cal Tech,
Dartmouth and Yale, our university
participates in the program that provides funding to students who wish
to conduct research outside of the
c l a s s r o o m .
Undergraduates and graduates are
welcomed to apply, although there
are certain stipulations that qualify
certain students over others, such as
semesters completed at George Fox,
GPA, and collaboration with a willing
professor of a related field of study.Gustavo Moreno-Vela, a junior
studying civil engineering, is amonga small group of students at George
Fox who has been awarded a Richter
scholarship. Over ten weeks this
summer, Moreno-Vela will complete
his research alongside Dr. Patrick Ray,
professor of civil engineering. Their
focus is concerned with the PInot Noir
crop, a popular crop vital to wineries
and vineyards within the agricultural
industry.
Moreno-Vela recognizes that
the crop's future growth is currently
threatened as the earth's temperature
climbs. The challenge, then, will be to
determine the costs to ensure the sur
vival of the PInot Noir.
Moreno-Vela cites research produced by Oregon Health & Science
University that identifies the impactclimate change has on local Oregon
crops. What Is lacking, he says. Is a preventative measure that would prevent
rising temperatures from impedingthe growth ofthePinot Noir crop. ^The crop, he says, Is an importantone to protect because its continuation ensures jobs in the industry par
ticularly in the winemaking business
model Eqoippe°d
present their findings^ o" '57ists concerned with em/iJ
change and effect atr e s e a r c h p e r i o d ® ^ h e i r
Kenro5Mn°e? aio'n5*^'- r, ^'^'toiarNathan Hadley pU^ P^trnery- plans on evaluating
the weather not on earth, but in the
solar system. Miller, a mathematics
major, will be working under the guidance of Dr. Bob Hamilton, professor of
physics.Miller's concept. In simple terms,focuses on determining the impact
or harmful Alfven rogue waves within
the solar system on the earth's crust.
L-m of these waves, warnsMiller, can create a variety of prob-
„?^ot down an entire powergrid affecting a large city.
[project] could
caiH Ka/ weather," Mil ler
predlct^ nH^ ^ e^ntialiy trying toHkt?2 ^ understand how these
l i k p w a v e s , w i l l l o o kearthi ^^ey will get here (to
what th« " ^®'P US predictDortant^ ^ • ^ '^ 'oh Is vastly im-?o nrl? to understand howRp2 k® c'iniate from them."Mathii 5 '■oquire Wolfram
enabfo M ^  Pi'OQram that willto rri t ^  '^ c^liey, and Hamilton'^ '^ eate a computerized model that
See RICHTER | page 8
AprillS, 2012 A R T S & C U L T U R ECampus DJ spinning at Spring Formal
B y K A S E Y C A B T c o r . . ^ X - OC A R T E R
Crescent Staff
Spring Formal is thisweekend, and you know whathat means, that's right: dancing
and some sweet tunes
have anabundance of DJs. One of theseDJs IS actually the founder and
presidentofaDJ business calledR Squared Rhythms.
The business was co-founded in 2008 by George Fox soph
omore Ryan Spencer and his
best friend Ryan Kenaston, who
is not a George Fox student.
Spencer, more commonly re
ferred to as "Rhino," got his start
through participation in a lead
ership class his sophomore yearof high school. The teacher got
him "doing tech stuff," which was
sarcastically described as "plugging an iPod in and pushing
play," he said.
Once people found out he
ran music, Rhino was asked to
pJ a sweet 16 party. Fie talkedto Kenaston about the oppor
tunity. "Dude, I've got some
speakers, let's do this," offered
Kenaston.
From that first event, the
business slowly gained more
opportunities. It "snowballedinto this storm that I just want
to surf In," said Rhino. They
eventually brought in anotherbest friend, Sam Anderson, and
made the business three.
The business went from
pushing play on a set of speak
ers, to creating new mixes of
songs, and playing those mixeson current equipment, joining
the ranks of "DJs and producers
who can remix songs with skill,"
said Rhino.
It's easy to get pulled into
the magic of watching and lis
tening to music created right infront of you. But apparently it's
not all fun and games. Accord
ing to Rhino, there are actuallysome important rules in DJing.
Rule 1: Never replay songs.
Rule 2: Don't play Justin Bieber
songs. Ever. Rule 3: No one gets
to rap (DJs or guests). Rule 4: if
you can't dance to it, you won't
hear it.
A s t h e b u s i n e s s c o n t i n u e s
to grow, they make sure that
they are always first and fore
most best friends. According to
Rhino, he couldn't do what they
do with anyone else.
R Squared Rhythms is pro
moted solely by word of mouth.
T h e r e I s a s o r t o f D J n e t w o r k
and when one DJ is already
booked, he will suggest anotherDJ for the job. "We bounce jobs
off each other," said Rhino. In
the next six weeks, the trio will
perform at eight high school
and college spring formals, in
cluding George Fox's spring
f o r m a l .
R Squared Rhythms do a
variety of events, from highschool homecomings to wed
dings, and events at Oregon
State University. Rhino's favorite
type of event to DJ has changed.
J
m, >
Photo courtesy of RYAN SPENCER | George Fox University
Fie originally loved high school
dances, but now prefers college
dances. Fie prefers college
d a n c e s b e c a u s e a t t e n d e e s a r e
"more open to music that isn't
on the radio," they feel more
carefree, he said.
Regardless of the type of
event. Rhino says, "The biggest
part of our business is our faith
and Integration of music." The
opportunity to be DJs was a
blessing of opportunity for this
trio, and this is how they see It:
"If you're open to God's divin
ity, you'll be blessed doing what
you love."
Culturally challenging play ^ ^The Broken^ ' opens
B y S A R A H E R A S E
Crescent Sta f f
Walking Into the auditorium,I had many questions: What was
this play going to be about?
Flow long will it last? Will I recog
nize anyone in the cast? Ques
tions that could all be answered
within the first twenty minutes
of the performance. Fiowever,
within the next hour and a half,
as the depth of culture and faith
were explored, I encountered
new questions which chal
lenged the way I view people of
different cultures.
The Broken, written and
di rected by Rhet t Luedtke
along with lead writer Ffannah
Irish, explores the challenging
questions involving missions,
cultural differences, and internal
c o n fl i c t .
Inspired by Luedtke's own
story of growing up on the
mission field In Goroka, Papua
New Guinea, the play loosely
parallels the actual events of
Luedtke's life. Luedtke and his
family moved to the States whenhe was 13 years old. Twenty five
years later, Luedtke returned
to New Guinea with a group
of George Fox students. The
country had undergone much
change since he left, trash linedthe streets and high fences and
armed guards surrounded the
once safe grounds of h\s birth
country. The high security and
use of armed forces presented
him with many questions that
Announcing Fox
F i l m F e s t i v a l
W i n n e r s
Best P ic ture :
"Pushing 80"
Best Director:
Tim Johnson - "Pushing 80"
Best Sound Design:
Mike York, Yi Yu & Joey Burda
"In Case of Zombies"
Best Original Music:
Seth Stanley-"Beautiful"
Best Actor:
Andy Copeland-"271"
Best Actress:
Tierra Valentine
"Pushing 80"
Best Produced Screenplay:
Jordan Reed
"In Case of Zombies
would later be researched by a
small group of students and de
veloped into a stage production
original.
M a c h e t e s . G r e e d . B r o k e n -
ness. The content of this play
unmasks and explores the con
flict of two clashing cultures.
Different backgrounds. All
human. Different experiences.
Al l b roken. Miss ionar ies and in
digenous people alike struggle
to find peace amidst their own
in te rna l b rokenness . As one
c h a r a c t e r b a t t l e s t h e i n t e n s e
feeling of anger and animos
ity regarding the death of his
father, another struggles to
show the love of Jesus through
the barbed wire fences that sep
arate the Bible Inst i tute from the
New Guinean people. Although
the presence of the Westerners
is not welcomed by everyone,
the m iss iona r i es ba t t l e w i t h
the balance of respecting the
New Guineans while actively
pursuing the calling of missions
placed in their lives.
M a n y q u e s t i o n s w e r easked through the creativity
a n d s i l e n c e o f t h e c h a r a c t e r s .
Through parables mimed by
New Guinean ancestors, inter
pretation was left to each au
dience member as subjects of
greed, anger and resentment
were suggested. Cultural rel
evancy was incorporated by the
u s e o f t h e n a t i v e N e w G u i n e a n
ianguage by two main cV\avac-
ters , prov id ing t rans la t ion on
the backdrop of the stage.
Luedtke stated, "The whole
process was more about asking
ques t ions than answer ing
questions." Perhaps the great
est question the play leaves
with the audience asks, "Flow
do we love Jesus and not bring
our cultural baggage with us?"
T h e a n s w e r i s n o t c l e a r c u t o r
simple by any means; rather,
the viewer is left to contemplate
the inquiry and formulate his or
her own opinions and ideas in
r e s p o n s e .
A d d i t i o n a l s h o w d a t e s a r e
April 19-21 at 7:30 p.m. and
April 22 at 2 p.m in Wood-Mar
A u d i t o r i u m . T i c k e t s c a n b e
purchased online at theatre.
georgefox.edu. CompUmentarv
\AcV.ets axe ottexexi to stubexNts
/br the Thursday performance
and can be picked up on the
first floor of Stevens.
Spring Serve impacts attendee in
Rainier Valley
B y K I M B E R LY R I T C H E S O N
G u e s t C o n t r i b u t o r
"This is as close as you can get to heaven" said
Jon Abe Urban Impact director.
In a place with 59 different languages, this com
munity is not lacking in diversity.
The Rainier valley is a very raw and open com
munity; the people are so willing to be real and
genuine with each person who comes into their
community.
This openness challenged me to get out of my
comfort zone and be willing to take risks of sharing
that same realness with people that I had never met
T = s r
Klmberly on Spring Serve.
Photo courtesy of KIMBERLY RITCHESON
before. This week was a week that changed who I
am and how I see the world. My eyes were opened
to issues that I didn't know were still present. This
week was spent working with Urban impact, for
the first few days we were working on painting the
church where Urban was loca ted .
One of the best parts of this trip was working
at a local school and helping kids with their home
work. On Tuesday I met this 10-year-old girl and by
Thursday we were really connected. She asked meto stay with her the entire time. This girl was so
smart and kind! It was very hard to leave after this
friendship had just begun.In the local high schools Urban Impact teaches
a class on leadership, I was able to go and share
a bit of my story about the challenges that 1 have
overcome to get where I am today. With all the
work that we did, we were still able to have a lot of
f u n .
Part of Urban's holistic mission is to prove a
healthy lifestyle with a community gym where theyoffer many workout classes. They offered us a cross
fit class, as well as a Zumba class. We even got to
learn a hip-hop dance! After we had completed all
our work on Friday, we went to New Florizons min
istries, which is an outreach for homeless youth. Asa part of their outreach they started a coffee shop
that employs youth who are working on a new
start. Within this coffee shop they teach the youth
skills of how to keep a job. One of their core values
is to empower youth to go after their dreams.
A highlight of this trip was that we were able to
go to dinner at a home of an employee from urban
Impact. Were able to share a traditional Africandinner. Before dinner we had a drum circle, which
turned into a rap circle, and anyone who knew
another language was invited to use that language.
We had everything from Spanish, Mandarin, Indian
and even Sign language. It was fun to have so
much culture in one place.
One meaningful part of the tip for me was
being the cook for the week. I loved being in thekitchen and cooking the meals for my group, it was
so fun each night to have different people helping
me, a fun time to grow as a community!
O P I N I O N April 18, 2012
The varieties of dating: it's not all romance and flowers
By JESSICA STANTON
Crescent Sta f f
Dating Is a strange subject
to dig deeper into Its meaning.
So much so, Onjalai Flake has
been working on such related
topics in her Journalism II class.
Her first project was a timeline
of pictures that represented
the change that has occurred
between the 18th century and
now in the ways people have
dated, t bet you would not be
surprised at how the activity of
dating has changed.
This word dating brings up
many emotions and thoughts.
S o m e c h o o s e t o d a t e f o r m a r
riage, and won't date until the
people they will spend the rest
of the i r l ives wi th come into the
picture. Others might prefer to
go on dates, gaining familiarity
with each other gradually.
One of my girlfriends in
Kansas City did just that. Her
house, full of women, decided
collectively that they were going
to be single and be open to go
out on dates. Genius, I thought.
Their Initial intention was not for
marriage, it was to get to know
another person and learn how
to interact with men healthfully.
And what better way to embark
on that discovery than with your
closest girlfriends?
Does dat ing mean one
person for a length of timefor the purpose of marriage,
or does dating mean you are
willing and wanting to go on
dates for the sake of knowing
s o m e o n e b e t t e r ?
If it is the latter, then each
of our coffee dates falls under
the second dating definition.
We already empower a climate
for relational Intimacy without
using the word date. We spend
time with each other in groups;
go to chapel; laugh over a cup
o f h o t c h o c o l a t e i n t h e B r u i n
D e n .
I wonder why, at a Chris
tian university, more people
*'l should be able to say
to my roommates 'my
date with Joe was great,'
and it not always have
the react ion that we are
romantically interested in
each other."
are not navigating the waters
of relational intimacy, and by
no means am I talking about a
sexual, dating-oriented manner.
For example, I should be able to
say to my roommates, "My datewith Joe was great," and have
the statement not automatically
be stigmatized as romantic.
There has to be a way
we can healthfully engage
in another person's lives in
timately without the fear of
being rejected by each other.
I don't know what that looks
l ike to invest in someone emo
tionally and intimately without
romantic intentions. But I think
it could be a fun adventure.
Yes: I have dated, and
those experiences were not
healthy scenarios of what
dating should, or could, look
like. Mind you, I may not be at
a place in my life to date with
romantic interests in rnind. I
am, however, open to being in
timate with people for a better
discovery of others and myself. I
think it is a valuable tool to learn
how to be involved in a person s
life beyond romantic interest.
After all, we come to George
Fox for academics and to be
around a group of people in
the world whose pursuits are in
a simi lar direct ion to our own.
Relational intimacy with others,
therefore, should come without
the added connotation of ro
mantic intimacy.There are rnany
ways to become familiar with a
person, and not all roads to gainthat familiarity must lead to
roads of romantic pursuit.
The Common Ground, One George Fox and
LGBTQ debate continues across campus
8 / L A N D O N I S A B E L L
G u e s t C o n t r i b u t o r
R u m o r s h a v e s w i r l e d o n t h e
George Fox campus since the genesis
of a new group called Common
G r o u n d . T h i s I s w o n d e r f u l . A s v i c e
president of the group, I am thrilled
that this conversation is taking place
i n a n e n v i r o n m e n t w h e r e t h e r e h a s n ' t
been dialogue for so long.
As Chr ist ians, we are cal led to
foster tough discussions and discern
God's will in a peaceful and loving
manner. I am concerned, however, by
the amount of disgust some have por
trayed toward the simple discussion of
faith and homosexuality.
I was asked to wr i te th is ar t ic le in
order to address the way the George
Fox community has responded to
this discussion. Although I appreciate
the many viewpoints that have been
shared, I am still concerned by the
large amount of students and faculty
who simply ignore or snuff the con
v e r s a t i o n .
W h e n c o n v e r s a t i o n i s s n u f f e d ,
ignorance is manifested, and we, as
Christians, should never close off
conversation. This is why Common
G r o u n d m u s t e x i s t . I w o u l d l i k e t o
take advantage of this opportunity
to clarify some of the ambiguities still
surrounding Common Ground.
So what is Common Ground? We
are a diverse group of 74 George Fox
undergraduate students who meet
weekly to discuss the topic of faith
and homosexuality. Common Ground
exists to provide a safe space of dis
cussion and love for students who feel
confused, threatened, or alone, and
to ensure every single lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, and question
ing student that God loves him or her
unconditionally, regardless of sexual
o r i e n t a t i o n .
Many viewpoints are represented
in the group. Several Common Ground
members certainly do not believe ho
mosexuality is a sin. However, right
alongside those members, many
others simply do not agree with ho
mosexual relationships. We are a
group of students who only wish to
s h o w t h e l o v e o f C h r i s t t o a c o m m u
nity of people who are truly being ex
c l u d e d .
W h a t i s C o m m o n G r o u n d n o t ? I t
is not an advocacy group. We do not
meet together and discuss ways to le
galize gay marriage. We do not meet
to plan demands for changes in the
lifestyle contract. Common Ground
is not OneGeorgeFox. We, as officers,
meet and set the agenda on our own;
the group leads discussion without
OneGeorgeFox members present;
we ta lk about s tudent issues and i t is
students having the conversation.
We do not promote promiscuity
o r e x t r a m a r i t a l s e x . W e a l s o d o n o t
condemn anyone or tell members
what they should believe. We respect
each opinion and allow all viewpoints
to be heard. We do not speak poorly
of George Fox University. We love this
institution, which Is why we feel so
passionately about making it a better
place for each individual student.
What I feel we must real ize as we
approach this discussion is that the
LGBTQ community is comprised of
human beings— not animals, not
mere subjects of gossip and ridicule,
bu t b ro the rs and s i s te rs who a re des
perately seeking a place in the churchwhere they can experience love and
safety. Concerns of wary students and
faculty regarding the extent to which
this group advocates for LGBTQ rights
simply cannot address the true con
cerns surrounding this discussion.
T h e s h a m e i s i n t h e f a c t t h a t w e
have become so c losed off to th is d is
cussion as the Body of Christ that we
d o n ' t e v e n w a n t t o u t t e r t h e w o r d
"gay" or allow the opinion that it's OK
to be gay to be printed in the student
newspaper. However, "gay" is not just
a word, and this Is not just an issue.
" W h e n c o n v e r s a t i o n
is snuffed, Ignorance is
manifested, and we as
Chr i s t i ans shou ld never
c lose o f f conversa t ion . "
We must instead look at it as a person,
or a group of people, and a group of
people who belong to the family of
G o d .
What I would ask you as my fellow
s is te rs and b ro the rs i n Chr i s t i s when
you hear this discussion taking place,
don't look at the topic as a foreign
issue off in the twilight zone. Put a face
to the topic. See the people you pass
by each day and consider the possibil
ity that they may be silently suffering
because of the harmful way in which
they are perceived by their classmates,
roommates, professors, families, and
f r i e n d s .
Be willing to patiently and lovingly
hear opposing opinions. You never
know, you may hear something that
gets you thinking. So, let's have the
discussion, George Fox, and let's seek
Chr i s t ' s hea r t ou t on t h i s and no t ou r
o w n .
By LEVI BOWERS
Crescent Staff
George Fox University, from a distance,
seems to be a calm place, but once one is
i m m e r s e d i n t o t h e c u l t u r e o f t h e u n i v e r
sity, it becomes clear that this is not true.
The issue of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans-
gender, Queer and Questioning people's
(LGBTQ) place in American society has
continued to gain ground as same-sex
couples are being granted matrimonial
rights around the nation. And George Foxis home to two groups who are corvcerrxed
with the issue that is knocking on the pro
v e r b i a l d o o r.
Stated simply, there are two sides to
t h i s i s s u e : t h o s e w h o c o n s i d e r h o m o
sexual practices sinful and those who
do not. The latter camp is represented
by One George Fox, made up of George
Fox alumni, and Common Ground, repre
sented by current George Fox students. If
I were to align myself with either camp, I
would identify with the former. 1 could go
into why I believe this to be true, but that
i s no t wha t th i s a r t i c l e i s abou t . The rea l
issue is that no one seems to be listening.
Although we have been given voices, this
d o e s n o t m e a n t h a t w e s h o u l d u s e t h e m
a l l t he t ime . There a re t imes when l i s ten
ing is needed.
Even though I believe what I do, it
does not mean I like to sling around Bible
verses abou t Sodom and Gomor rah . I was
incredibly disappointed in the people
who reacted so negatively to posts on the
Class of 2015's Facebook page about One
George Fox and Common Ground. Start
ing Facebook drama is the worst way to
try and discuss an issue.Videos were posted, mostly of aged
white men talking about how homosexu
ality is sinful. The posts about One George
Fox were merely attempts to tell people
that the group was out there. Those who
did not agree with what the group stands
for decided to plunge into a "discussion,"
which was mostly one sided, about the
Issue. Calling it a discussion is a mockery
o f t h e r e a l
mean ing o f
t h e w o r d .
What it really
c a m e o f f a s
was the fling
ing around of
Bible verses.
The sup
porters of the
LGBTQ com
muni ty a lso
h a v e c o m
m u n i c a t i o n
issues. Going
off jus t the
Facebook de
scriptions ofOne George
F o x a n d
Common Ground, they appear to be the
same group in all but name. They cannot
differentiate each other's characterist ics:
what truly makes them different from
one another. This is hardly the main issue,
though.One George Fox is ineffective at com
municating with the student body. The
average first- year knows the group has
something to do with the LGBTQ com
munity, but all of his or her information is
generally based on what he or she hears
The group \s also not very good at ad
vertising itself. Of course, there is the Web
site, but honestly, a Web site alone is not
going to fix anything, especially when
dealing with those who refuse to listen.
I myself am still confused as to the
i n t e n t i o n s o f t h e s t u d e n t s w h o s h o w e d
up wearing the yellow shirts when Chris
topher Yuan spoke in chapel about his
transformation from a promiscuous, ho
mosexual lifestyle to a follower of Christ in
March. TTiere was some speculation within
the dorms that the group was there to
protest Yuan.
As students walked into chapel on that
day, members of One George Fox handed
out slips of paper attempting to explain
that they were not there to protest Yuan,
but the true intention was still quite
muddled. They all sat together as if to
m a k e s o m e s t a t e m e n t , b u t w h a t t h a t
statement was, unfortunately, was lost on
my peers and myself.
This whole ordeal is like a truck stuck
in the mud: it is not going anywhere. How
do we make this better? I have come to
understand that, sometimes, the most
important thing one can do in a conversa
tion is to listen. We are called to be seekers
of truth and to do so, we must know when
to speak and when not to speak. It is also
important to speak up when it Is our turnto speak, otherwise, those trying to listen
will get nothing from the experience of
listening. Only then can we sit down anddiscuss this issue properly.
* broiAtNik
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Letter from the Editor-in-Chief:
a goodbye to The Crescent and George Fox
Kasey Carter
By KASEY CARTER
Crescent Staff
Well, I guess it's time to say
goodbye. I don't want to; I'd
rather stay and be a fifth, sixth,
seventh year senior. But I guess
I'll graduate instead.
To my Crescent Staff, thank
you for an unbelievable year, it
has been a blessing, privilege
and honor to work with you.
Thank you for working hard and
becoming friends with me, as
well as with each other. I think it
was our desire to work together
that caused us to do well.
We entered the year with
a mission statement in hand,
wanting to dig deep into issues
a n d w r i t e s t o r i e s w i t h a s f e w
errors as possible. Now that we
are coming out the other end, 1
feel confident that we did well. I
know that we weren't error-free,
(Standium anyone?) but I feel
accomplished and proud.
George Fox was the best
thing that ever happened to me,
a n d T h e C r e s c e n t w a s t h e b e s t
thing to happen to me while I
was here. Being your Editor-in-
Chief was my favorite way of
being involved on campus.
I w o u l d l i k e t o t h a n k a l l
those who suppor ted us ,
particularly faculty and staff;
hearing your praise was mo
t ivat ing, and urged us to
Photo by DANI DICKERSON | George Fox University
In the beginning, God
said... ^4umos maxima!
B y H A N N A H A D D E R L E Y
G u e s t C o n t r i b u t o r
Black-robed figures
fl u t t e r I n a n d o u t o f t h e
bathroom. A young man
removes his round spec
tacles and rubs his eyes,
c a r e f u l t o n o t t o u c h t h e
lightening scar on his brow.A pair of teenage girls
seated on the ground sport
m i n i u n i f o r m s k i r t s a n d
red-yellow scarves as they
compare wands and bottlesof Amortentia, a strong love
potion.
Why? Because it's nearly
midnight on July 15,2011.
And what, you ask. is so
magical about that time and
day?
Well, my friend, this is
when "It all ends." Or so says
the tagline branded into all
the surrounding promotion
al posters in almost every
movie theatre for "Harry
Pot ter and the Death ly
Hallows: Part 2."
D e d i c a t e d P o t t e r f a n s
such as these wai ted in l ine
for hours in anticipation
for days, months, years, for
this; the final installment of
the 8-part film sequence of
British novelist J. K. Rowl
ing's increasingly popular
7-book series. The release
of this film broke box-office
records, grossing beyond
$500 million in six days, as
i t showed on over 11,000
screens in some 4,375 loca
tions worldwide.
This Is the magic of the
Harry Potter Phenomenon
at work .
Rowling's series follow
ing the life and adventuresof the young wizard have
been popularly received
since the release of the first
book, "Harry Potter and the
Sorcerer's Stone" in June
1997 (known as"Harry Potter
and the Philosopher's Stone"
in the United Kingdom).
Enthusiasm for them has
grown exponentially in all
age groups across the globewith the publication of each
new book and the produc
tion of each new film.
This expanded, interna
tional interest in all things
Harry Potter is now referred
to as the Harry Potter Phe
nomenon, or "Potter-mama,
and has come to manifest
itself in many elements of
°^'^ For example. UniversalStudios opened the Wizard
ing World of Harry Pottertheme park in June 2010 mOrlando, Florida, full of res
taurants, rides, tours.
var ious at t ract ions taken
right from the pages of the
7-book series.
Wedding magazinessuch
as Bridal Guide detail the
Pot ter- themed ceremonies
of fanatic "Muggle" couples
who have celebrated their
matrimony In true Hogwarts
style, including a Sorting-Hat shaped wedding cake
and place cards that assign
guests to one of four Hog
warts houses. That's right,
your invitation said Slyther-
in !
The Pot ter presence
m o v e s f r o m t h e a l t a r t o t h e
crib as BabyNames.com sets
up a page dedicated entire
ly to names from the series;
t h e n a m e e n t r i e s i n c l u d e
regular name etymologies
as well as the Harry Potter
b o o k s i n w h i c h e a c h n a m e
appea rs .
Establishments of higher
e d u c a t i o n s u c h a s Ya l e ,
Kansas State University and
Georgetown University now
o f f e r c o u r s e s c e n t e r e d o n
Harry Potter literature and
the resulting societal sensa
tion; course titles include
"The Science of Harry Potter,"
"Christian Theology and
Harry Potter," and "Battling
Against Voldemort."
The i nfluence o f dea r
Harry pervades even in the
subtlest of ways. Who would
have thought that the word
"Hogwarts" would one dayachieve programmed accep
tance in the Microsof t Office
Word dictionary? (Merlin's
beard, at least it still refuses
to recognize Volde-... He-
Who-Must-Not-Be-Namedl)
H e - W h o - M u s t - N o t - B e -
Named, a safe way to discuss
t h e d a r k w i z a r d s o e v i l t h a t
to say his name is to evoke
his power, to spread his vile
p r e s e n c e .
Many in the Christian
community seem to feel the
same way about anything
remotely related to Harry
Potter. Indeed, in light of the
incredibly powerful and per
vasive presence of the Harry
P o t t e r P h e n o m e n o n i n t h e
world today, how should
Christians respond?
For fol lowers of Christ,
should it really be Harry
P o t t e r w h o " m u s t n o t b e
n a m e d ? "
Ever s ince the re lease of
the first book, the Christian
community has struggled
with mystical witchcraft es
sential to the Harry Potter
series. Some claim the spells
and other magical prac
t i c e s o f t h e c h a r a c t e r s a r e
See POTTER j page 8
C H R I S T I A N
T O D O
\ \ i I I
H A R R Y
P O T T E R ?
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B y T Y L E R Z I M M E R M A N
Crescent Sta f f
Apart from the economy and
debilitating loneliness, my biggest
fear as a soon-to-be coWege gradu
ate is the loss of "summers." For the
last 76 summers, I've paused my
education to do crazy things- jobs,
camps, learning new skills. For me,
t h o s e t h r e e o r f o u r m o n t h s h a v e
e x i s t e d a s a s o r t o f i n t e r m i s s i o n
from reality.
A n d a s I l o o k a h e a d t o n e x t
week's graduation ceremony, I am
s a d d e n e d . B e c a u s e w i t h o u t t h e
promise of school resuming in the
fall, "summer" has merely melted
i n t o t h a t n e b u l o u s c h u n k o f t i m e
known as "after college."
It is no longer endearing to tell
my parents that I got a job as a
reindeer caretaker, or that I want to
l e a r n t h e t r o m b o n e o v e r t h e n e x t
few months. Instead of "getting
out of my comfort zone," I am trying
to find mine. Yet I nostalgically re
member jobs of years past—the
trainings, the crazy bosses, and the
disappointing paychecks.
Last summer, I thought I could
b e a w a i t e r a t a n i c e r e s t a u r a n t .
Food service was not in my list of
competencies, so summer came
t o t h e r e s c u e a n d a f f o r d e d m e t h e
chance to try it out.
The first day was very slow at
the restaurant. So slow, in fact, they
sent me home just minutes after ar
riving. Oh well, I thought. Tomor
row will be my chance to learn)
And I did learn an important
lesson on that second day, but
instead of it being about how to
pour water properly or carry five
plates at once, it was about the im
portance of wearing real deodorant,
you know, the kind with aluminumthat clogs your pores. The kind you
can't buy at Whole Foods.
Ten minutes into my first shift,
I started pitting out of my collared
shirt. So much for Tom's Organic
Lightly Scented, no match for 80
degrees and the high-stress of a
first day!
After failed attempts to keep my
elbows elevated, I made an excuse
to run to my car where I kept a
"back-up stick." I deposited somewine bottles into the recycling and
then stealthily ducked into the front
seat of my Camry. After squirming
continuing to strive for excel
lence .
I ' m n o t s u r e w h o w i l l l e a d
The Crescent next year, what the
staff, or even The Crescent itself
will look like. My hope is that
T h e C r e s c e n t w i l l c o n t i n u e t o
grow, and be the voice of more
and more s tuden ts .
Thank you
"We entered the year with
a miss ion statement in
hand, wanting to dig deep
into issues and wr i te wi th
as few errors as possible."
L i f e L e s s o n s
with Tyler
Z i m m e r m a n
The importance
of living like a
student . . .and
wearing good
deodorant
i n t h e h o t c a r ' s i n t e r i o r t o u n - t u c k
my shirt, 1 knew 1 was sweating
more than before. Counterproduc-
t \ v e \
f maneuvered the organic stick
up through the fabric, hoping to
quickly apply a generous amount.
And I did—if by "generous," I
m e a n " a w h o l e b a r f u l l o f m e l t e d
paste." Sitting on the passenger
seat of a car parked in the sun, the
d e o d o r a n t h a d t u r n e d t o m u s h . I t
mashed up into my armpit and slid
o f f the s t i ck l i ke an Ice c ream cone
on a summer day.
Complete horror washed over
my face and I felt the lightly scented
goo run down my side and arm. The
next thirty seconds involved swear
ing, praying, and about 40 napkins
from my glove compartment.
I re tu rned to the res tauran t floor
fl u s t e r e d a n d t e r r i fi e d a b o u t h o w
the next six hours would go. And
the second I walked in, my boss
looked at me and said, "Where have
you been?"
"I took out the recycling," I
replied. ("He knowsl" I panicked in
my mind.)
"Oh, well," he said, "you can go
home. We've only had a couple
c u s t o m e r s a n d i t d o e s n ' t l o o k l i k e
we need you tonight."
Such providence! I exhaled,
knowing everything would be all
right.
This is the value of summer jobs.
The reassurance tha t no mat te r how
bad things go, it doesn't actually
matter. School starts in the fai l .
Once "real life" begins, I won't
have the same f reedom to take
an intermission from reality. The
freedom to try something wholly
new and fail. Faced with the reality
of post-graduate life, I think the
temptation is to stop experiment
ing. I mean, if I have to keep a job
longer than three months, I should
settle for the comfortable and fa
mi l ia r. But as I t rans i t ion out o f
my education, 1 hope that this isn't
quite what I choose.
Yeah, I am graduating, but
does that mean I need to "find my
rhythm?"
I hope not. Because just this
last week I applied for a job as a
Segway tour guide. Let the adven
ture beginl
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Goodbye from our staff
This has been a great year! Thank you for reading and giving feedback.
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Gardner as new VP
Continued from page 4
explains how these plans will
r esona te w i th suppor te rs .
"What's good about taking this
approach is that you're able to
find visions of the university that
align with visions of donors. It's
not simply getting money from
people. People need to be very
invested in what they're giving
to today. You need to show and
demonstrate that alignment.
They need to see that logically;
they need to see that emotion
ally."
As part of his outreach
efforts, Gardner reflects on the
o b v i o u s s o u r c e f o r e n d o w m e n t s
and donations: alumni. However,
Gardner.recognizes that in this
recessive economic climate, his
o u t r e a c h w i l l n e e d t o e x t e n d
further into the Newberg com
munity, to recent George Fox
graduates, and to the families
of current students. Doing this,
Gardner puts emphasis on dis
tinguishing George Fox to Its
surrounding community as a
n o t a b l e a c a d e m i c i n s t i t u t i o n
t h a t s e n d s l e a r n e d a c h i e v e r s
into the world, thereby proving
its value to continue to grow
a n d m o v e f o r w a r d .
R I C H T E R : C o n t i n u e d f r o m
Students receive page 4
research funding
demonstrates the impact of
the rogue waves. Should Miller,
Hadley, and Hamilton's findings
prove substantial. Miller hopes
other professionals within the
theoretical and applied physics
wor ld wi l l take not ice.
Miller recognizes the unique
opportunities for research that
the Richter Scholar program
a f f o r d s m o t i v a t e d s t u d e n t s .
At the end of the day. Miller
notes, what his and his partners'
research may produce is ulti
mately what makes the project
thrilling.
"It's cool that we're doing
something that could matter,"
Miller said. "As the school year
comes to a close, I'm getting
m o r e a n d m o r e s t o k e d f o r w h a t
the possibilities are—because
that's what I expect, actually:
possibilities. A lot of things
could happen."
POTTER: Christianity and Harry
P o t t e r
Continued from page 7
examples of satanic worship
and occult action clearly forbid
den by the Bible.
Colin Melbourne, lead mis
sionary for the Born-Again-
Christian ministry, speaks out
strongly to this effect in his
online essay, "Harry Potter in
the Bible: Seven Deadly Warn
ings from God on the Dangersof Harry Potter Stories & the
Occu l t . "
"There is nothing new about
the occult," says Melbourne.
"The demonic spirits promot
ing the recent Harry Potter
craze, are the same ones that
Satan used to hoodwink your
ancestors into sin, and death.
He employs the same strategy
on a different vehicle, but with
the same result for the unwary."
O t h e r s , w o r r i e d f o r t h e
ser ies ' in tended aud ience o f
children and youth, fear the
example of the seemingly
heroic young wizarding protag
o n i s t w i l l d e s e n s i t i z e c h i l d r e n
to the dangers of occult behav
ior and, eventually, encourage
them to engage in such prac
t i c e s .
Focus on the Family, a re
n o w n e d C h r i s t i a n m i n i s t r i e s
organization, addresses this
issue of paganism in the Potter
books through spokesman Paul
H e t r i c k .
"[They contain] some pow
e r f u l a n d v a l u a b l e l e s s o n s
about love and courage and the
ultimate victory of good over
evil," Hetrick says, "[HJowever,
the positive messages are pack
aged in a medium - witchcraft- that is directly denounced in
Scripture."
This type of negative Chris
tian response to the Potter
serves goes, \n some cases,
beyond mere verbal refutation.
Some groups, such as the Jesus
N o n - d e n o m i n a t i o n a l C h u r c h
of Greenville, Mich., have gath
ered together to publicly burn
Rowling's books, a traditionally
zealous practice of dealing with
l i t e r a t u r e a n d o t h e r e l e m e n t s
allegedly involved in witchcraft.
Reverend T. D. Turner Sr. of
the Greenville congregation
and h is fe l low be l ievers burned
h u n d r e d s o f P o t t e r v o l u m e s
during the summer of 2005,
shortly after the publication
of "Harry Potter and the Half-
Blood Prince," the sixth book in
the series.
According to Turner, he and
his congregation desired to
"burn Harry Potter books and
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other witchcraft items to let the
w o r l d k n o w t h a t t h e r e a r e t r u e
followers of Jesus Christ who
will not call evil good."
While some may fully
support these burnings and
b e l i e v e s u c h m e a s u r e s n e c e s
sary and justified, others may
see such practices to be rather
extreme. Indeed, some in the
Christian community have a
more inclusive approach to this
particular presence In popular
youth literature.
In his book "Finding God
In Harry Potter," John Granger
(no, he is not related to Hermi-
one) elucidates the Potter texts
in light of C. S. Lewis's and J. R.
R. Tolkien's works, which also
include elements of magical
practices, evil and good alike.
Granger, a self-identified
conservat ive Chr is t ian fa ther,
willingly admits in the introduc
tion of his work that he went
"from "'Harry-resistant' to 'Har
ry-embracing,' even 'Harry-en
thusiastic'" when he recognized
the thoroughly fundamental
Christian motifs empowering
the stories: life, death, salvation,
self-sacrifice, transformation,
and love.
Furthermore, Granger main
tains the Harry Potter series
belongs right alongside Lewis'
a n d To l k i e n ' s b e l o v e d m a s t e r
pieces, as all three storylines
"resonate with the Great Story
[the story of God's provision
through creation and salvation]
for which we are all designed."
Similarly, author Connie
Neal explores potential Chris
tian reactions to Rowling's con
t r o v e r s i a l b o o k s . N e a l ' s b o o k
e n t i t l e d " W h a t ' s a C h r i s t i a n t o
Do with Harry Potter?" explains
fundamentally why the books
are so appealing to children.
For i ns tance , the cen t ra l
c h a i a c x e t s t h e s X O T v e s
embody many heartfelt needs
children and youth deal with,
s u c h a s " a f fi r m a t i o n o f t h e i r
emotions and tools to help deal
with them, knowledge that
they can face fear and conquer
it, a strong sense of identity, of
belonging, and of destiny, [and]
love that is found in loving."
N e a l a l s o t o u c h e s o n t h e
key struggle that most hesitant
Christian parents have with the
P o t t e r s e r i e s : d o t h e s e s t o r i e s
encourage children in occult
behavior? In opposition to this,
Neal's statistics prove even
a drop in occult youth activ
ity since the publication of the
Pot te r books ra the r than an in
c r e a s e .
The rea l dange r, Nea l
asserts, is In ascertain
ing if the children being
exposed to Harry Potter
are in fact old enough
a n d m a t u r e e n o u g h
to separate fiction and
reali ty (this goes for
ever>rthing fantastical,from Cinderella's fairy
godmother to Professor
McGonagall).
J. K. Rowling wrote
these magical tales to
be fantasy; she herself
a d m i t s s h e " d o e s n ' t
b e l i e v e i n w i t c h c r a f t
or magic in our world."
However, according to
Neal, the term "fantasy"
becomes an issue when
children steeped in "Pot
ter-mania" begin to think
all things supernatural
are simply that—fantasy.
According to theChristian faith, super
natural powers are very
real indeed, and we are
called to be spiritually
prepared to do fierce
battle In mind and heart
against any evils brought
against us by the devil
and h i s demons .
These are very real
confrontations with very
real supernatural essences, not
black-robed figures pointing
glowing sticks at each otherwhile shrieking phrases made
up from Rowling's well-rounded
Lat in studies.
Therein lies the true struggle
Christians face with Potter and
his gang. If we embrace these
fictitious tales full of dynamic
wizarding characters and mysti
cal plots, will we become insen
sitive to the all-too-nonfiction
forces spoken of in the Bible?
Will children's "Harry-ed"
minds and hearts be able to
fully grasp the weight of spiritu
al warfare, even when the devil
does not announce himself
with a Dark Mark in the sky
or show up screaming avada
k e d a v r a ?
Parents who a l low and
even encourage their children
to explore the world of Harry
Potter through Rowling's books
and the subsequent films
should prepare for this poten
tial confusion between fiction
and reality. While the series
may not be wholly against the
Christian faith, how we handle
the magical content—and how
we let it affect the younger
generations—is very much our
responsibility.I myself do not tend to
struggle with blurring the lines
between what goes on in Hog-
warts and what happens in
daily battle with the enemy.
However, as 1 think back to the
c o s t u m e d P o t t e r f a n a t i c s a w a i t
ing the final film at the theatre,
I recognize yet another cause
for worry.
Is all the "magic" still going
to my head?
Harry Potter might not en
courage youth to engage in
the dark arts, but being drawn
into the overwhelming state of
obsess\OT\ xhax bsks bee,r\ X\Xl^<i
"Potter-mar>]a" Is sfiW a very real
danger.
I own no Hogwarts robe
nor any bottle of love potion,
am planning no Potter-themed
wedding, and did not suffer
acute depression over the
ending of the series.
B u t I h a v e s e e n a l l t h e
movies. Whi le t ravel ing in
London, I visited Platform 9%
at Kings Cross Station. In my
d r a w e r s i s a h o m e m a d e t - s h i r t
reading "I solemnly swear thatI am up to no good," paying
homage to the madcap Weasley
t w i n s .
T h e s e b i t s o f f a n d o m i n
and of themselves, I doubt, are
wrong, but when I quote "Harry
P o t t e r a n d t h e O r d e r o f t h e
Phoenix" more than Scripture,
I may need to review my pri
ority list. Getting through thenext book in the series taking
precedent over my devotional
time or attending church regu
larly should give me pause.
The pull of my friends' fanati
cal mania regarding all things
Potter should not be allowed to
drown out the pull of the Spirit
regarding all things eternal.The influence of the Harry
Potter Phenomenon, as with
most social crazes, can be
subtle. Very subtle. We might
not al l join the occult, but
neither should we allow the
devil to use Rowling's works
to distract us, to trip us up, to
numb our young one's hearts
and minds to his all-too-real
a t t a c k s .
As Christians, let us interact
with the Harry Potter books
as we should all extra-biblical
works—neither wholly re
jecting nor blindly embrac
ing. Rather, through prayerful
caution, you and your family
can enjoy a truly great read.
In Jesus' name, in Hogwarts'
halls, the devil's "mischief" has
been "managed."
